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Example 1: “Provide a Statement of Financial Need”

| am the first person in my family to graduate high school, and thus the
first to attend college. Both of my parents dropped out of school when
they were teenagers. Because of their limited education, they have
always worked in entry-level positions, earning barely enough to put
food on the table. My first job | got was at the age of 12 delivering
papers, and | have worked hard ever since to relieve pressure from my
family.

| enrolled in Mississippi’s HELP program during my senior year, which
covers tuition and fees at select colleges in the state. | also have a
Federal Pell Grant to cover my housing. However, | still need funding
for books, supplies, and transportation to campus as needed. | am an
engineering student, and our classes come with high fees. My parents
cannot contribute to my college expenses, and | cannot work much
while I’'m in school. This scholarship would help me avoid costly student
loans that could take years to repay.
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